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The College of Letters and Sciences proposes to create a new pre-professional program for students who wish to apply to Doctorate of Physical Therapy programs after graduation.  The Doctorate of Physical Therapy is now the entry-level degree needed to practice as a physical therapist in most states, including Wisconsin.  As is the case with all pre-professional programs at UW-Whitewater, the pre-Physical Therapy program is a non-degree program with the primary purpose of providing information and enhanced advising for students who wish to prepare for entry into professional training.  Students who declare the pre-physical therapy program will receive pre-professional advising from the designated pre-PT advisor, Dr. Daryl Waechter-Brulla of the Department of Biological Sciences.  In addition, the AAR of such students will display the non-degree plan for this program.  

Catalog description [changes to the current catalog section devoted to pre-professional programs are indicated in bold type]
Pre-Professional Curricula

Chiropractic

Steven Anderson, Chemistry

Dentistry

Michael Woller, Biology

Engineering (Emphasis available through Physics)

Robert Benjamin, Physics

Law

Jolly Emrey, Political Science

Medicine

Peter Mesner, Biology

Optometry 

Steve Sahyun, Physics 

Pharmacy 

Hephzibah Kumpaty, Chemistry 

Physical Therapy

Daryle Waechter-Brulla, Biology

Veterinary Medicine 

Ellen Davis, Biology 

There are opportunities for you to obtain pre-professional work in a number of fields. In some areas, such as law, physical therapy, and medicine, you will complete the Bachelor of Arts degree or Bachelor of Science degree before being admitted to a professional school. Other pre-professional programs at UW-W provide one, two or three years of study for students who will then transfer to a professional school. While at UW-W, you will obtain a well-rounded liberal education recommended by professional schools in addition to introductory courses in your professional area. 

If you transfer to a professional school at the end of your junior year, you may have part of your work in the professional school applied toward completion of the bachelor’s degree at UW-Whitewater. Details must be worked out with the Assistant Dean of the College of Letters and Sciences prior to your junior year.

As a student in a pre-professional curriculum you will be assigned a faculty advisor who is familiar with the requirements for admission to professional schools. If you have chosen a specific professional school, your advisor will help you to develop a program which meets the requirements of the institution to which you plan to apply. If you have not decided on a professional school, your advisor will help you develop a flexible program while aiding you in the search for a school to meet your needs. In Pre-Engineering, UW-W has transfer agreements with UW-Madison, UW-Milwaukee, and UW-Platteville (contact the Engineering Emphasis advisor or the chair of the Physics Department for details). For the Chiropractic program, transfer articulation programs to Chiropractic schools also exist. (Contact the Chiropractic advisor for details).

Every effort is made to assist you in your admission to the professional school of your choice; however, you should be aware that admission to some programs is extremely competitive, and whether or not you are admitted will depend upon your academic record and your scores on admissions tests. 

For further information on the pre-professional curriculums available at UW-W please contact one of the advisors listed above. 

Student Learning Objectives
This program reflects the entrance requirements set by graduate programs that offer the Doctorate of Physical Therapy degree.  Presumably, these programs want applicants to acquire foundational  knowledge and skills in the areas of general biology, chemistry, physics, human anatomy and physiology, psychology, and statistics (some programs also add biomechanics and/or exercise physiology to the list of pre-requisite courses) in order to fully prepare for graduate-level coursework.  
List of courses 
1. BIOLOGY 141 – Introductory Biology I and BIOLOGY 142 – Introductory Biology II (NOTE: BIOLOGY 120 – Biological Foundations may be an acceptable alternative for programs that require one semester of general biology.)
2. BIOLOGY 361- Human Anatomy and Physiology I and BIOLOGY 362 – Human Anatomy and Physiology II
3. CHEM 102 – Introductory Chemistry and CHEM 104- Introductory Chemistry
4. PHYSCS 140 – Principles of Physics I and PHYSCS 141-Principles of Physics II (OR PHYSCS 180 – Physics for Scientists and Engineers I AND PHYSCS 181 – Physics for Scientists and Engineers II)
5. MATH 230- Introductory Statistics or BIO 303 – Biostatistics or PSYCH 215 –Basic Statistical Methods
6. Select 1-2 courses in Psychology.  (Some programs may require a different social or behavioral science in place of a second psychology course.)  
7. Additional coursework in exercise physiology and/or biomechanics may be required or recommended.  Possible UW-W courses include PEPROF 371 – Kinesiology and PEPROF 471 – Physiology of Exercise.  
8. Note: Entry into a Doctorate of Physical Therapy program requires an earned bachelor’s degree (B.S. may be preferred) and GRE scores.  Students are expected to have direct experience with patient care through internships, volunteer work, and/or clinical shadowing. 
Rationale: The required and recommended courses in this program reflect the entrance requirements for applicants to Doctorate of Physical Therapy programs in Wisconsin and surrounding states.   
4-Year Plan of Course Offerings
All courses are offered each semester during every academic year.  
List of the required courses in AR format
PRE-PROFESSIONAL NON-DEGREE PROGRAM PLAN NO REQUIREMENTS
PHYSICAL THERAPY EMPHASIS SUBPLAN
PRE-PROFESSIONAL MAJOR PHYSICAL THERAPY EMPHASIS
1. BIOLOGY 141 AND BIOLOGY 142 (NOTE: BIOLOGY 120 MAY BE AN ACCEPTABLE ALTERNATIVE FOR PROGRAMS THAT REQUIRE ONE SEMESTER OF GENERAL BIOLOGY)

2. BIOLOGY 361 AND BIOLOGY 362
3. CHEM 102 AND CHEM 104
4. PHYSCS 140 AND PHYSCS 141 (OR PHYSCS 180 AND PHYSCS 181)
5. MATH 230 OR BIO 303 OR PSYCH 215 
6. SELECT 1-2 COURSES IN PSYCHOLOGY.  (SOME PROGRAMS MAY REQUIRE A DIFFERENT SOCIAL OR BEHAVIORAL SCIENCE IN PLACE OF A SECOND PSYCHOLOGY COURSE.)  
7. ADDITIONAL COURSEWORK IN EXERCISE PHYSIOLOGY AND/OR BIOMECHANICS MAY BE REQUIRED OR RECOMMENDED.  POSSIBLE UW-W COURSES INCLUDE PEPROF 371AND PEPROF 471.  
8. NOTE: ENTRY INTO A DOCTORATE OF PHYSICAL THERAPY PROGRAM REQUIRES AN EARNED BACHELOR’S DEGREE (BS MAY BE PREFERRED) AND GRE SCORES.  STUDENTS ARE EXPECTED TO HAVE DIRECT EXPERIENCE WITH PATIENT CARE THROUGH INTERNSHIPS, VOLUNTEER WORK, AND/OR CLINICAL SHADOWING. 
Assessment plan 
Assessment of this non-degree program will take two forms: 1) tracking the success of declared pre-PT students in applying and gaining admittance to Doctorate of Physical Therapy graduate programs and 2) regular surveys of declared pre-PT students to gauge their satisfaction with the advising program.  
Resources 
No significant budget implications.  The pre-PT advisor has already been acting informally in that capacity for some time; pre-PT students will make up part of her regular advising load.   All courses offered each semester.  

Student need/demand for the program
Both current and prospective UW-Whitewater students express considerable interest in pursuing a career as a physical therapist.  This is a reflection of the job market and growing interest in careers in allied health professions nationally.  According to the federal government’s Occupational Outlook Handbook, “employment of physical therapists is expected to increase 39 percent from 2010 to 2020, much faster than the average for all occupations.”  The Admissions Office reports that they receive numerous inquiries about the availability of pre-physical therapy at UW-Whitewater.  Over the past few years, a growing number of majors in programs such as Health and Human Performance (offered by HPERC) and Biology have completed the prerequisite coursework for application to DPT programs.  In addition, about a dozen students have declared an individually designed major or minor in pre-Physical Therapy.  
Relation of the program to other programs on campus, in the UW System, and in the region

This non-degree pre-professional program will support students in a range of majors and minors on campus.  Most UW system campuses provide comparable guidance to students who wish to pursue a career in physical therapy.  UW-Whitewater students are able to compete successfully for spots in DPT programs at this region (for example, at UW-Milwaukee, UW-La Crosse, Carroll University, and Concordia University) but will benefit from the enhanced advising that will result from the creation of this pre-professional program.  
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