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Although the hatchet-wielding Carrie 
Nation and the WCTU often get much of 

the blame for Prohibition, the actual 
story is far more complex. The Volstead 

Act came about as a result of not only 
women’s temperance movements but 
also a “perfect storm” of other causes, 

namely lobbying groups, taxation reform, 
and anti-immigrant sentiment in the 

early twentieth century. The history of 
Prohibition is both complex and, more 

importantly, very relevant to 
contemporary conversations about the 

legalization or criminalization of 
marijuana and other drugs.

Dr. Karl Brown teaches Modern 
European history at the 

University of Wisconsin – 
Whitewater. A scholar of Cold 
War-era Eastern Europe, Karl 

has published articles on 
hooliganism and illegal pig-

killing in Communist Hungary as 
well as Radio Free Europe’s role 
in the Hungarian Revolution of 

1956. In addition to European 
History, he also teaches courses 

in the history of media, film 
studies, and drugs and drinking. 

Karl lives here in Whitewater 
with his wife Brienne and his 
children Margaret and Nels.
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